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Effect of fat source and level on finishing pig performance 
Abstract 
Two hundred and forty finishing pigs were utilized to evaluate the effect of fat source and level on 
growing pig performance and carcass characteristics. Pigs were fed a milo-soybean meal diet balanced 
on a constant energy:lysine and energy:protein ratio. Dietary treatments were: 1) control; 2,3,4) 2.5, 5.0, or 
7.5% added soybean oil; 5 and 6) 5.0 or 7.5% added tallow. In comparing pigs fed soybean oil to tallow, 
there were no significant effects on feed intake, average daily gain, or feed to gain ratio. Soybean oil 
additions compared to tallow resulted in carcasses with significantly more average backfat as well as 
10th rib fat depth. In addition, carcass firmness was significantly reduced as level of soybean oil addition 
was increased compared with tallow addition.; Swine Day, Manhattan, KS, November 21. 1991 
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